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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I tried to think of what I wanted to write 

about, what kept coming to my mind were 

all the Christmas cards I mailed, and did I 

neglect mailing to someone to let them 

know that I was thinking of them. I often 

procrastinate to send a “thinking of you” 

letter or card. Texting and email have 

become the habit. But to actually write a 

letter or buy a special card shows a true 

effort and true friendship. The reason I have 

chosen to write this is because we have had 

many funeral services and illnesses this past 

year. I came across another message from 

my past priest friend, Reverend Michael 

Devaney O.M.I., a Missionary Oblate, from 

his book he sent to me before his passing. 

The following is a copy of a letter written 

from a father on August 12, 1985, just 

before the disastrous crash of Japan Airlines 

Flight #123. Only 4 survived of the 520 on 

board. A father wrote this to his son and 

two daughters. 

“Be good to each other and work hard. Help 

your mother. 

I am very sad, but I am sure I won’t make it. 

It’s been five minutes now. I don’t want to 

take any more planes. Please Lord help me!  

 

To think that our dinner last night was the 

last time. There was smoke that seemed to 

come from an explosion in the cabin and we 

began making a descent. 

Tsuyoshi, I’m counting on you.  

Mother – to think something like this would 

happen. It’s too bad, Goodbye. 

 It’s 6:30 now. The plane is rolling around 

and descending rapidly. 

 I am grateful for the truly happy life I have 

enjoyed until now.” 

 

If there is someone you need to write to, 

especially a family member you have not 

heard from, maybe this is the time. God will 

help you with the words to write and to be 

at peace. 

Have a Happy Blessed New Year! 

Pat Carol, President. 

SPIRITUALITY 

Happy New Year, Council Sisters! We’ll 

probably be wishing everyone we meet the 

same for many weeks to come. They wish 

the same to us and we thank them. But what 



do most people mean by Happy New Year? 

Doubtless they mean a year free from illness, 

pain, trouble or worry; or as G. Chevrot in his 

book, Eight Beatitudes wrote, “that instead, 

everyone may smile on you, that you 

flourish, that you make plenty of money, 

that the taxman doesn’t get you, that you 

get a raise, that prices fall, and that the news 

is good every morning. In short, that nothing 

unpleasant may happen to you.” 

It is good to wish these material good things 

for ourselves and others as long as they 

don’t make us veer from our final goal. The 

new year will bring us our share of happiness 

and our share of trouble, and we don’t know 

how much of each as long as it helped us to 

love God a little bit more. Any year can be 

the “best year” if we make use of the graces 

that God keeps in store for us, and which can 

turn to good the greatest misfortunes. 

God has prepared all the help we need to 

make it a good year. So, let’s not waste even 

a single day. Let us resolve to convert our 

defeats into victories, each time turning to 

God and starting once again. May we all 

have a good year, so that when it is over, we 

can come before God with our hands full of 

hours of work offered to Him, innumerable 

acts of charity with those around us, many 

little victories over our self-love, and 

unforgettable meetings with our Lord in Holy 

Communion. So, once again, dear sisters, 
“Happy New Year 2023!” 

               Eve Brooks, Spirituality Chairperson 

The Palm Beach Diocese Fashion Show is 

being held at the Embassy Suites hotel in 

Palm Beach Gardens on Saturday, February 

4th, 2023. Tickets are $55.00 due by 

January 25th, 2023. There will be a Holy 

Family CCW lottery opportunity for this event. 

For ticket purchases and signup for carpooling, 

contact Elizabeth Walters at 772-879-2639. 

 

The next Bingo will be held on 

Friday, January 20th, 2023. 

Lunch and ten games cost $7.00 

when purchased in advance at 

the Parish office or at a CCW 

meeting, and $10.00 at the door. Tickets must be 

paid for in advance if requesting Bingo table 

reservations. Donations of new items and gift 

cards for the prize table are greatly appreciated. 

The less we spend on purchases, the more net 

profit there is. Contact Diane Angell for further 

information or reservations at 401-573-4206.   

The Quarter Auction held on 

December 5th was a big success. 

People were asking when our 

next one would because they 

had so much fun. Thank you to all those who 

helped out with the event to make it so 

successful for CCW. The next Quarter Auction 

will be held on Monday, February 6th, 2023, and 

hope to see you there!   

The Golden Rose Ceremony will be held on 

January 21st, 2023, at the St. Lucie Parish Hall. 

Two young ladies from our parish have been 

nominated so let’s keep them in our prayers. 

The Angel Program exploded this 

year! The final total was 260 children 

over 10 schools. 233 were regular 

bags, 27 needed additional help with 

clothing and toys for Christmas. It was 

a little difficult handling that number of children, 

but we made it!  

As I write this before Christmas, the Angel gifts 

are being delivered but we are not done. Part of 

our church family, St. Vincent de Paul, has asked 

for Christmas help for some of their clients’ 

families.  



We started with 60 children in 2013 with one 

school. Look how far we have grown! When 

Beverly Perham taught me how to operate this 

program, her advice was “start small…don’t bite 

off more than you can chew.” This year was a 

mouthful, and I was maxed out. My house has 

become a makeshift warehouse. The time has 

come that I can no longer run this program from 

my home and the church does not have the 

facilities to dedicate an area large enough for 

me. 

Please pray with me that I can find a person, a 

company or a landlord that is willing to donate 

office, storefront or warehouse space from 

September 1st to December 15th so I can store 

and process the merchandise and get them into 

the bags for distribution. 

It is the start of a new year – we have 9 months 

to make my wish a reality. Please talk it up! You 

never know if someone you know, knows 

someone who might be able to help. I love the 

Angels, help me to keep it growing!   

As we close this year on the Angel Program, 

thanks to all our CCW members, Holy Family 

parishioners, the “Next Door” community and St. 

Lucie Parish, who took 40 names, for their 

generosity in helping our local children in need. 

Barbara Pray, Adopt an Angel Chairperson 

LEGISLATION 

Catholic Days at the Capitol 

 

Finally, I received the agenda for the Catholic 

Days at the Capitol. THIS is your opportunity to 

join our CCW sisters and learn about our 

different ministries WITHIN CCW. 

I called and am arranging plans to visit our State 

Senator, the Hon. Gay Harrell and our local 

Legislator, Hon. Toby Overdorf. In our briefing from 

Bishop Barbarito, we will be given the bishops’ points 

he will be addressing to our representatives. The 

“Piece de Resistance” is the concelebrated Mass of 

the Holy Spirit with all six of our Florida bishops. I 

know just where to sit! 

The dates are March 7th-9th, 2023. For more 

information (meals, accommodations, 

transportation), contact Deanna Herbst (561-360-

3330 or register on line at Dherbst@ccddpb.org. 

Pre-registration is REQUIRED and deadline for 

payment is February 15th, 2023. 

Bonnie Lay, Legislative Advocate 

Life is Like a Passage on a Train (Author Unknown) 

Life is like a journey on a train..with its 

stations..changes of routes.. and with accidents! 

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, 

and we believe they will always travel by our side. 

However, at some station our parents will step down 

from the train, leaving us on this journey alone. 

As time goes by, other people will board the train; 

and they will be significant, family, friends, children, 

the love of our life. Many will step down and leave a 

permanent vacuum. Others will go so unnoticed that 

we don’t realize they vacated their seats. This train 

ride will be full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectations, 

hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. 

Success consists of having a good relationship with 

all the passengers requiring that we give the best of 

ourselves. 

The mystery to everyone is: We do not know at which 

station we ourselves will step down. So, we must live 

in the best way – love, forgive and offer the best of 

who we are. It is important to do this because when 

the time comes for us to step down and leave our seat 

empty-we should leave behind beautiful memories 

for those who will continue to travel on the train of 

life. 

I wish you a joyful journey for the coming year on 

the train of life. Reap success and give lots of 

love. More importantly, thank God for the 

journey. Lastly, thank you for being one of the 

passengers on my train! Happy New Year! 

mailto:Dherbst@ccddpb.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

    Christine Menchavez   1/2           

Barbara Lewandowski 1/7 

Madeline Herrmann 1/11 

Shirley Kennedy  1/18 

Marilyn Carney  1/19 

Christine Grabarits 1/20 

Sharon Sherman  1/22 

Christina Skovran 1/24 

Aida Nieves-Walker 1/25 

Marion Mackenzie 1/28 

 

 

 

Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly Wisdom, You have given us Mary, 

Mother of Jesus, to be our Guide and Counselor.  Grant 

that we may always seek her motherly help in this life 

and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

Mother of Good Counsel, Patroness of the National 

Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us that we 

may be wise, courageous, and loving leaders of the 

Church. 

Help us dear Mother that we may know the mind of 

Jesus your Son. May the Holy Spirit fill us with reverence 

for God’s creation and compassion for all God’s 

children. May our labors of love on earth enhance the 

Reign of God, May God’s gifts of Faith and Living Hope 

prepare us for the fullness of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Left to right – Elizabeth Walters, Diane Angell, Pat Geier, 

Alice Bolivar, Dana Adamski, Francine Kind 

CCW Christmas Luncheon-Harbor Place-December 7th, 2022 

Left to right - Reggie Murray, Pat Carol, Fr. Curt Kreml, 

Doreen Recco 

Left to right – Jo Fischer, Margie Meskauskas, 

 Fr. Timothy O’Toole, Bonnie Lay, Eve Brooks 

 

Left to right – Virginia McLaughlin, Eileen Merten, Mary 

Columbo, Phyllis Stephens, Barbara Pray, Deana Huminski, 

Anne Marotta 


